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" Of course," Carson replied (on the 22nd) to Robertson, " I
never meant to impute that you had agreed to the scheme as
formulated. If I had I would have said so directly. The point
I was making was that the Prime Minister acted deliberately
all through. However, I sincerely hope a working arrangement
can be developed, as any disorganisation of the country at this
juncture would be disastrous."
Now Sir Edward Carson must have known from his own
experience if not from this letter that there was an element of
truth in the charges which he had so hotly denied. He himself,
in a similar case, had stoutly defended the Board of Admiralty
from political interference. He had once remained in the Cabinet
room after a meeting and remonstrated with the Prime Minister
on his rudeness to Sir Douglas Haig.
On another occasion Mr. Lloyd George, coming into the
Cabinet room, opened out in bitter denunciation of Haig, Gough
and Jellicoe in the presence of Sir William Robertson.
" What has been troubling you this morning, Mr. Prime
Minister ? " Carson asked in his disarming brogue.
" Something serious enough," Lloyd George snapped back at
Mm, drawing from his pocket an article by Lovat Fraser in the
Daily Mail. " Look what they are saying about them ! "
Carson laughed, and scribbled on a piece of paper these
doggerel rhymes which he passed on to Robertson:
P.M. (loquitur):
I hate the optimistic news
Of Haig (I don't believe *em);
I hate the pessimistic mews
Of Jellicoe (Relieve him!)
Let Gough be sacked and Haig be damned;
On justice let the door be slammed;
Let gossip rule instead of Iaw9
Ptt run the services by jaw*
Carson, then, was aware of the evil, and yet denied it. The
.vigour of his denial suggests one explanation. ** It is a lie," he
said. " I would not remain in the Cabinet for ten minutes if it
were true," Such words conveyed a warning to the Prime Minister